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pensated by the gain. Fortunately Mr. Lewes sup-
plied any qualities lacking in the hostess, A brill-
iant talker, a delightful rawntfHr, versatile, full of

resource in the social difficulties of amalgamating
diverse groups, and bridging over awkward pauses,
he managed to secure for these gatherings most
of the social success which they obtained. Many
of the rtunfans were exceedingly agreeable and in-
teresting, especially when they were not too crowded,
when general conversation could lie maintained.
But the larger the company grew the more difficult
it was to manage. The English character does
not easily accommodate itself to the exigencies of
a saton* There is a fatal tendency to break tip
Into small groups. The entertainment was fre-
quently varied by music when any good performer
happened to" be present. I think, however, that
the majority of visitors delighted chiefly to come
for the chance of a few words with CJeorge Kliot
alone. When the drawing-room door of the Priory
opened, a first glance revealed her always in the
same low arm-chair on the left-hand side of the
fire. On entering, a visitor's eye was at once ar-
rested by the massive head. The abundant hair,
streaked with gray now, was draped with lace, ar-
ranged mantilla-fashion, coming to a point at the
top of the forehead. If she were engaged in con-
versation her body was usually bent forward with
eager, anxious desire to get as dose as possible to
the person with whom she talked. She had a great
dislike to raising her voice, and often became so
wholly absorbed in conversation that the announce-
ment of an incoming visitor sometimes failed to at-
tract her attention j but the moment the werece, the greater portion of
